
Irish English Studies
A brief overview

Raymond Hickey, University of Limerick
websites: www.raymondhickey.com/index_(IERC).html; 

www.raymondhickey.com/index_(VCDE).html

http://www.raymondhickey.com/index_(IERC).html
http://www.raymondhickey.com/index_(VCDE).html


Patrick Weston Joyce 
(1827-1914) was a 
renowned researcher into 
placenames in Ireland and 
the Irish language. At the 
end of his long life he wrote 
the first book-length 
treatment of the English 
language in Ireland.



Patrick Leo Henry was an 
Irish Anglicist and professor 
at NUI Galway. He did his 
PhD in Zurich on English 
spoken in Co. Roscommon 
which was pubished in 
1957. It is one of the 
earliest of the modern 
studies of vernacular 
Englishes in Ireland. In this 
case it was one which was 
considerably influenced by 
the language shift from Irish 
which had taken place in 
that county within Herny’s
living memory.

A single early work of the 1950s



Alan Bliss (1921-1985) was 
an English philologist who, 
after moving to Ireland to take 
up a chair of English 
language at UCD, became 
interested in Irish English and 
produced a number of studies 
which paved the way for the 
modern concern with this 
variety of English.



Robert J. Gregg (I9I2-I998) was a 
Northern Irish scholar who 
specialised in Ulster Scots. He later 
moved to Vancouver where he 
worked at the University of British 
Columbia.

Works on English and Scots in Ulster



George Brendan Adams 
(1916-1982) was a prolific 
dialectologist of English 
and Scots in Ulster who 
worked at the then Ulster 
Folk and Transport 
Museum.

Works on English and Scots in Ulster



Works on English and Scots in Ulster



Works on English in Belfast and Social Network Theory



Phonological investigations of English in Ulster



Irish English in the 1970s and 1980s



Hildegard Tristram (1941-2020) 
was a German scholar of Celtic 
languages and Irish who initiated a 
series of conferences on English in 
the Celtic realms in the 1990s. 
Several volumes of proceedings 
resulted from these conferences.



Introductory works and overviews



Overview monographs on Irish English



Overview monographs on Irish English



Urban studies from the south of Ireland

Variation and Change in Dublin English:    
www.raymondhickey.com/index_(VCDE).html
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Urban studies from the south of Ireland: Dublin



Urban studies from the south of Ireland: Galway



The sociolinguistics of Irish English



Emigrant letters as data for linguistic analysis



Thematic volumes: the sounds of Irish English, among its 
speakers across the country and as heard in Irish films



Thematic volumes: the language of Irish Travellers



Corpus-based investigations of Irish English

The ICE-Ireland corpus consists of 
hundreds of files from both the 
north and south of Ireland covering 
a wide variety of text types 
representing both spoken and 
written language. 



Corpus-based investigations of Irish English



Terence P. Dolan (1943-2019) was 
Professor of English at University 
College Dublin and an authority on 
the life and work of Geoffrey 
Chaucer. He also worked for radio 
with a regular programme on words 
as used in Ireland which resulted in 
his dictionary (on right) which went 
through several editions.

The lexicography of Irish English



Migration, the ‘New Irish’ and sociolinguistic integration



The transportation of Irish English



The pragmatics of Irish English



The pragmatics of Irish English; Current research



Discourse analysis in the Irish context



Overview 
handbook with 

some 30 
chapters on 

various aspects 
of Irish English



Primary internet resource with information about current 
research and events in Irish English studies, curated by Prof. 

Anne Barron, University of Lüneburg, Germany


